THE CAPTAIN’S DAUGHTER POEM

Note: The transactional processes suggested in CISCE curriculum are highlighted in grey.

Learning outcomes

e To instil the notion that even in difficult times we must be hopeful and courageous and
not lose faith

e To appreciate the poem by anticipating the story
e To familiarise with summarising techniques

Summary

This poem is a touching reminder that we should have faith and be hopeful and optimistic
even in times of trouble. The message of the poem is beautifully conveyed through the
words of a little girl who reminds us that God is everywhere.

Pre-reading e Have you been in a storm/ a natural

- : calamity or a disaster?
Have a classroom discussion on what a y

sailor’s life would be like. e How did you cope with it?
e What were your fears? How did you feel?

Ask students:
) _ e Name some people you are proud about.
° Vr\(hat do you think he would like about How have they inspired/influenced you?
the sea?

Have students fill up the first two columns of

e What are the risks of his job? What are L :
the anticipation guide:

his fears about the sea?

Agree | Disagree | Were you
right? Reflect

A Brave person...is strong and tall

A Brave person...faces difficult situations without fear

A Brave person...is always pessimistic (negative)

A Brave person...is born brave

A Brave person...encourages others to face their fears

A Brave person...is always scared

A Brave person...stands up for others

A Brave person...cannot be physically weak

Everyone is capable of courage

Courage means doing the right thing even when it is
the difficult thing




Students predict, anticipate and
paraphrase

A. Group work

Tell students to look at the picture in the
Reader.

Ask students:

1. What is the setting of the poem?
2. Who do you think are in the ship?
Write the title on the board.

Tell students to predict the story: (Allow some
time for the predictions)

B. Discuss this vocabulary with the students
(help students understand the meaning of
each of these words)

blast mast rattling
trumpet thunder shuddered
beakers harbour staggered
maiden anchored stoutest

Play the audio on the Smart Book once, and
let the class listen to the poem. Instruct them
to pay attention to the pronunciation, stress
and rhythm.

C. Write the words Beginning, Middle, and
End on the board.

Tell the class that this poem has a beginning,
middle and an end and that they will have to
identify the episodes and fill the details below
these headings in the correct order. (Note: Do
not write the given answers. Fill in the details
as the students share their answers.)

End:

When all had lost hope,
the Captain’s little
daughter held his hand

as the cold, violent
wind tossed the
ship and thunder
frightened

everyone. last prayers.

Beginning: Middle:
There was a storm Everyone was
in the ocean, and ready to face
the ship’s crew death and lost
was scared and all hope, as
couldnotsleep, |~ " | the Captain

announced that
they were lost at
sea. They were
busy saying their

and reminded him that
God was with them in the
storm and would protect
them. They were grateful

to the little girl for this
reminder, and reached the
harbour safely the next day.

Divide the class into six groups. Let the class
recite the poem aloud group-wise. Pause
after each stanza to check comprehension/
discuss the content.

Guide each group to write the summary of
every stanza.

e |We were crowded... on the deep.

Everyone on the ship was crammed up in a
cabin, all scared to sleep; as it was midnight,
and there was a huge storm in the ocean.

e 'Tisafearful ... “Cut away the mast!”

It was terrible to experience the strong gust of
the cold and harsh winter’s winds on the ship.
Thunder is personified here, (Note: Tell students
that sometimes objects are given qualities

of human beings.) and is shown as a loud
thundering voice commanding the wind to cut
off the mast. (Note: the mast holds the sail, and
without the mast the ship is sure to sink)

e Sowe shuddered ... talked with Death.



Everyone on the ship was shaking in fear as
they knew the ship was about to sink and
they were going to die. Even the bravest
heart feared death as the sea seemed to
want to devour them with her rough deadly
waves.

e Asthus...staggered down the stairs.

Everyone is sitting in the dark in the ship
as the storm rages at sea. Even the captain
gives up and announces sadly that the ship
is lost.

e But his little daughter ... Just the same as on
theland?”

When all had lost hope, the Captain’s little
daughter held his hand and reminded him
that God was with them in the storm and
would protect them, as God was present
both on land and on the sea.

e Then we kissed ... shining clear.

Everyone on the ship kisses the little girl, as

a way of thanking her for her innocent words
and being the ray of hope when everyone
had given up. The ship reaches the harbour
safely in the morning.

D. What poetic devices can you identify in
the poem?

Personification has been used in several places.

Tell students to highlight the lines showing
personification.

Rhyme scheme: abcb with six stanzas of four
lines each.

Post-reading

Have students work in small groups to role
play situations in which a person shows
courage. Write possible scenarios on the
board and ask each group to choose a
situation. Allow each group to perform their
skit for the rest of the class. Remind students
to be respectful while others are performing.

OR

Tell students to think of a person / people
who have been an inspiration in the world.
(Example: Abdul Kalaam, Mother Theresa,
Mahatma Gandhi). You can also focus on
children who have made a huge difference in
the world (Example: MalalaYousafzai).

Have them make collages about the lives of
these people and how they have impacted
the society in a positive way.

STUDENTS' BOOK ANSWER KEY

Comprehension

1. The captain said these words.

While the crew was sitting in the cabin, the captain had gone up to see how things
were. Seeing the fierceness of the storm and how it was tossing the ship around, he felt
that the ship would break and capsize any moment. So, feeling hopeless and defeated,
he said these words.

The listeners felt even more scared and hopeless after hearing the captain’s words.

2. The captain’s daughter said these words.
She meant that just as God listened to everyone’s prayers when they were on land and
helped them overcome their problems or protected them from danger, He would also
listen to their prayers and help them when they were in trouble at sea.
The little girl’s words filled the crew with hope. Their faith in the AlImighty was restored
and they were able to find the courage to face their troubles. They gratefully kissed the
girl for reminding them to have faith in the Almighty and began to feel more optimistic
and positive.




1. No one dared to sleep as a fierce storm was raging and everyone was scared that the
ship would sink any moment and they would drown and die. They preferred to stay
awake and be alert should such a thing happen.

2. The ship was damaged in the storm. It was shattered by a strong gust of wind and
a loud thunder rattled the ship and broke the mast. The lines, “To be shattered by
the blast”and “Cut away the mast!” tell us this.

3. a. Inthefirst and second stanzas, we get to how scared the crew were as they huddled
together in a cabin as a fierce storm raged outside.

b. In the third and fourth stanzas, we get to know how the crew trembled in fear and
even the bravest of them hardly dared to breathe as the sea roared around them
and the waves loudly broke on the shore. They sat silently praying but without any
faith or courage. The captain of the ship, who had probably gone up and seen how
the ship was being battered in the storm, felt hopeless and defeated and declared
that all was lost. This made the crew feel even more dejected.

¢. Inthe fifth and sixth stanzas, crew were inspired by the captain’s little daughter’s
innocent but firm faith in the Almighty and began to feel hopeful and optimistic.

1. Inthe first two stanzas, the sea is described as‘hungry’ because the waves are so high
and rough that it seemed as if the waves would swallow the ship.

2. The message of the poem is that in times of great trouble, when it seems that all is lost,
we must have faith in the Almighty.

Appreciating the poem

“And to hear the rattling trumpet Thunder, / Cut away the mast!” In these lines, thunder has
been described as a living thing that is shouting in a terrifying voice and telling the wind to
cut away the mast. This conveys to the reader how powerful the storm is.

“While the hungry sea was roaring / And the breakers talked with Death”. In these lines, the
sea has been portrayed as a hungry, roaring creature. The waves and death have also been
personified as beings that are talking to each other. By doing so, the poet creates very vivid
images and also adds drama to the poem.

Vocabulary
crowded
dare
fearful

shattered

LN S A

cheer
Going further

Free response.




QUESTION BANK

A. Answer in brief.
1. What situation did the captain and his men find themselves in?
Ans: The crew was caught in a storm at sea and everyone was nervous about what
awaited them. None of them could sleep and at midnight the crew huddled together
silently. They did not know how to escape from the situation they found themselves in.

B. Answer in detail.
1. How did the crew of the ship feel when caught in the severe storm at sea?
Ans: The crew gathered together in the cabin. They did not sleep through the night
because they were terrified of the storm. It was a fearful experience for them to be
stuck in the middle of the sea shattered by the heavy wind, rain and thunder. Even the
bravest of them shuddered, silently holding his breath as they watched the waves break.
Everyone felt as if there was death looming large all around them. They all sat in silence,
praying every moment and the captain was almost sure that they were all going to die.

C. Choose the correct answer.
We were crowded in the cabin,
Not a soul would dare to sleep,
Why did they not dare to sleep?
a. The crew kept awake so that they could help the captain.
b. The crew knew that if they kept awake, they would not die.
¢. The crew were afraid that they were going to die.
Ans: c

D. Read the lines and answer the questions.

1. So we shuddered there in silence, -

For the stoutest held his breath,

While the hungry sea was roaring

And the breakers talked with Death.

a. Who are we?

b. Why were they in silence?

¢. What did they fear?
Ans: a.'We'refers to the sea men whose ship was stranded in the middle of the sea
because of a storm.
b.They were in silence because they were all afraid of the consequences of the storm at sea.
c. They feared that they would all be washed away and die in the severe storm which
shattered their ship.

E. Answer in detail. (Think and answer)
How did the little girl prove to be their saviour?
Ans: In the stormy sea with their ship shattered, all were frightened of what fate had
in store for them. Everyone felt that they were doomed and that anytime they would
die. They were so afraid that they were not even able to concentrate on their prayers.
It was at that moment that the captain’s little daughter held his icy hands and told him
to trust in the power of God. She made them understand that whether on land or in the
sea, God was the same and he would protect His children everywhere. This renewed
confidence made them pray with trust and, like a miracle, the storm cleared. In the
morning there was sunshine, giving them a fresh breath of life.

5




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


