TOINETTE AND THE ELVES

Note: The transactional processes suggested in CISCE curriculum are highlighted in grey.

Learning Outcomes

To introduce students to fairy tales

To realise that life is a mix of good and bad

To identify the sequence of events

To help students understand that good is repaid with good

To build background knowledge and learn summarising techniques

Pre-reading
Divide the class into groups.

Read the introduction to the story, which
is given in italics, After that, write the
following sentences in jumbled order

on the board and ask students to re-order
the sentences in the right sequence to
make up a meaningful story.

e One day Toinette went to fetch water from
a well in the forest.

e She found Thistle, the elf crying because a
thorn had pricked him.

e Toinette removed it.

e Thistle showed her his cap which made
him invisible.

e Toinette also wanted to be invisible.

e Thistle warned her that being invisible was
not always nice.

e Thistle saw this as a chance to repay her
kindness.

e He told her to keep her bedroom window
open at night.

e He gave her fern seeds which would make
her invisible.

Students summarise with the Story Wheel
Ask students:
Do you think Toinette would become visible?

Tell the students that they will listen to know
whether Toinette becomes invisible.

Group Work

Preparation: Prior to the class, arrange for
one story wheel for each group (See example
below) Instruct the students to bring drawing
instruments (crayons, colour pencils) with
them.

1. Students read the story in groups and
answer these questions. Encourage them
to discuss the answers.

e Thistle laid a finger on his nose... put them
in Toinette’s shoes.

How did Toinette treat her siblings?

: What kind of a girl do you think Toinette is?

: This question focuses on assessment for
: learning as it glimpses into the character
: of Toinette and indicates that the story

: revolves around her.

(Accept any logical answer. Suggested
¢ answer: Toinette is helpful and kind.)

Why did she open her bedroom window at
bedtime? What did she see when she woke up
late at night? What did Thistle put in her shoes?



e “To reappear, shake out the seeds ... What
fun it was to be invisible!

Was Thistle an elf who cared? How do you
know? (He told her how to reappear again,
after becoming invisible.) How do we know
that she was invisible the early next morning?
(Her mother neither moved nor turned her
head when Toinette went close to her.) Was
Toinette enjoying herself?

: Do you think Mother found it fun too? Why?
: (No, Mother did not think it was fun. She
was worried about Toinette.)

e The children sat down to ... children began
to love Toinette much more.

What did her siblings say about her when their
mother asked where she was? Why did her eyes
start filling up with tears? Who was the only one
who seemed concerned? What did she suddenly
realise? What are the bad things she said to her
siblings?

: Does this explain why Marc spoke without

. feeling about Toinette? Say yes or no.

: This question focuses on assessment for
: learning, and brings out the relationship
. between Toinette and her siblings. It

: indicates what is to follow.

What decision did she make? What made them
begin to love her more? (She tried to be kinder,
less selfish, and more patient.)

e Ayearpassed... How they feasted!

Who appeared at Toinette’s window? What
Christmas gift did he bring for her? Why did she
say she did not like it? (She did not want to be
invisible again, and she did not want to be
rude and selfish like before.)

: Why do you think her heart was trembling?

. (Ans: Toinette’s heart was trembling

: because she had heard unkind things

: about her and had been hurt the last time

: she had been invisible.)

What was the difference in her siblings this
time? What made her take out the seeds? How
did she repay the elves for being so good to her?

2. Now students list the important events in
the story. Remind students that the events
should be chosen from the beginning, middle
and end of the story.

3.Then have them divide the list of important
events into a list of 8 most important events.

4. Students should now write the events on
the pie segments. (numbering of events is
optional)

5. Next, students should illustrate (draw) their
events on the corresponding pie segments.

6. Have students write the story title and the
author’s name in the circle in the centre of
the wheel.

7. Encourage groups to come forward and
share their story with the class.

8. Display story wheels on the class notice

board.

Post-reading

Group work
Tell students to
1. List three good deeds you did for others.

2. List three good deeds others did for you.
How did you feel?

Now students discuss these questions in their
group.

Have you ever been a ray of hope to someone?
Have you ever helped / provided comfort to

anyone or brought a smile on someone’s face?
Share your experience



Encourage each group to select one act and e.g.: help a friend, help out at home, thank my
ask them to write a commitment in their brother/sister, forgive others and so on

books Now ask them to read the commitment aloud

I commit with my learning group that | will ... with their group and promise to practice it for
the whole week.

GRAMMAR Nouns (Revision)

Follow the inputs for Nouns from the Reader.

Review determiners with the class. Once students have warmed up to the concept,
proceed to determiners that are used with countable and uncountable nouns.

Write these words on the board. Example: some, any, few, little, more, much, many, enough, a
lot of and so on.

Explain to the class that these words are used as determiners. They are commonly used
before either countable or uncountable nouns.

Example: They have many dogs in their house. He has enough money to buy a story
book.

Ask students to work in pairs and say which of the determiners they would place in front
of the following nouns.

plates turbans sand brush water tomato Cream
cooks doctor sticks needle notebook |island Hills
rivers playground | sugar packets mice toys oil

VOCABULARY Prefixes with in

Prefixes like in- can change the entire meaning of a sentence. They are small grammatical
changes but with powerful consequences to the meaning of what you intend to say.

complete incomplete capable incapable

Divide the class into two groups. Encourage one group to call out the word and the other
group to call out the word after adding the prefix.

Proceed to do the exercise in the Reader.

SPEAKING Make inferences

This task can be used for assessment as learning. Students communicate using sentences
clearly expressing a real-time situation, and the partner will respond, making inferences as
to what might have happened.

Students enter the canteen during lunch-break. They see the place in a mess. Something
has happened in the forenoon session.




Tell students to take turns to work in pairs. One person will describe the situation and
the other will make an inference. Tell them to use the suggestions given in the Reader.

WRITING Picture composition

Picture composition

?ﬁij] This section focuses on assessment for learning. Students listen to points which will guide
them to write a composition based on a picture. They independently attempt to write a
story on their own.

e Spend time observing the situation in the given picture.

e Do not immediately jump into writing the essay. Have a clear vision of what has to be
written by framing the story

Take your time
Observe most of the individuals/characters of the situation
Observe their activities — what they are doing

Most importantly note/mind the mood of the character. It is very important in story
framing

e Look for surrounding objects - like TV, books and so on
Essay Structure

Essays must look like sweets. The body should be tied together with the introduction and
the conclusion.

< Introduction

~ Body

Conclusion




The introduction

e is extremely important - introduce the topic / theme
e should have an effective opening line — capture the reader’s interest

e should have an effective statement which will draw the Readers’ attention and keep
them interested throughout the essay

e should not be too detailed as to bore the readers from the very first paragraph
The importance of a well-written introduction is emphasised by the fact that

e Itinfluences readers’ understanding of the topic.
e |t provides a clear understanding of the structure of the writing.
e It shows how the contents will unfold.

Body: Paragraphs
The major part of the essay revolves around the body, which

e should open all the facts, arguments, supporting evidence, and viewpoints on the
subject
e list all information appropriately and coherently

e should make for smooth reading so that readers could enjoy and actually understand
the claims made

e should logically connect paragraphs
e should have a smooth flow of text

Body: Paragraph Structure

In order to be understood by readers, keep different ideas in separate paragraphs and
develop each one of them in different paragraphs.

Conclusion
A clear conclusion will make readers think about what has been written.

Now guide students to look at the pictures and organise their thoughts about the pictures
to make up an interesting composition.

LISTENING While-listening

Tell students they will be listening to Toinette’s daily routine. Tell them to quickly go
through the multiple choice questions, so that they are familiar with what is required.

Instruct them to listen carefully and complete the exercise as they are listening. Inform
them that the recording will only be played twice. Now play the audio track. Give students
sufficient time to tick their answers.

Play the audio track one more time so that they may include any missed out information.

Check their answers.




LIFE SKILLS

Group discussion
Let students discuss the topics given in the Reader after noting down points to discuss.

This discussion will help develop intrapersonal and emotional intelligences with the focus
on building relationships and managing challenges.

STUDENTS' BOOK ANSWER KEY

Pre-reading

Free response

Embedded Questions

1. Answers may vary. Suggested answer: Toinette is helpful and kind.
No, Mother was worried about Toinette.

Yes

H wnN

Toinette’s heart was trembling because the previous year she had been hurt by her
siblings’ behaviour and was feeling anxious now.

Comprehension
A. 1. b 2. a 3. ¢ 4. b 5 ¢

B. 1. a. Thistle said this to Toinette.

b. Earlier Thistle had warned Toinette that being invisible was not always fun. So,
he asks this because he wanted to know if Toinette had changed her mind.

c. Toinette said that she still wanted to be invisible.
On hearing that, Thistle put some tiny brown fern seeds in Toinette’s shoes.
Toinette would become invisible when she wore those shoes. Then, Thistle told
her that she could reappear simply by shaking the seeds out of the shoes, bid
her goodbye and left.

2. a. Pierre said these words to Marc.
b. Marc was not bothered about Toinette being eaten by a wolf. He said unfeelingly
that in case she had been eaten up by a wolf, he wanted Toinette’s room.
c. Toinette was very hurt and her eyes filled with tears.

3. a. After hearing Marc’s unfeeling words and seeing that her siblings did not seem
to miss her at all, Toinette started thinking about how she had been behaving
with them. She realised that she had been a very bad sister. She remembered
that she had not told Jeanneton a story a few days back, she had slapped Marie
the previous Friday and she had thrown Marc’s ball into the fire because he had
been unkind to her. She also remembered that she had wished a bear would eat
Pierre up when he had broken her cup.

b. After this, Toinette decided to change and be a kinder, less selfish and a more
patient person.




Accept any logical answer. Suggested answer: | think Toinette was successful
because the following Christmas, her siblings were eagerly waiting for her. They
said that she was sweet and kind and had planned a surprise for her.

Toinette said these words to Thistle.

The previous Christmas, fern seeds had helped Toinette become invisible.
Unfortunately, when she had been invisible, then she had been very hurt by her
siblings’ behaviour. They had not missed her at all, although she had not been
there the entire morning, and Pierre and Marc had said unkind things about her.
The fern seeds reminded her of that. She was afraid of getting hurt again.

So, Toinette said these words.

Thistle said that that year would probably be different from the previous year
and that Toinette should try being invisible again.

Thistle was correct because this time being invisible made Toinette happy. She
came to know how much her siblings loved her, as they waited eagerly for her at
breakfast. They also said kind things about her and had also planned a surprise
for her.

C. 1. Acceptany logical answer. Suggested answers: No, it was not a good idea as Toinette
got hurt by her brothers’ unkind words and by the fact that her siblings did not
seem to miss her at all. / Yes, it was a good idea for it made her realise how selfish
and unkind she had been and made her change into a better person.

2. Freeresponse

Grammar

A. CN - bridge, stream, sun, pouch, earrings, fish, stream, bees, monkey, park
PN —Taj Mahal, Lata
CT - school of fish, swarm of bees
AN - childhood, joy, dismay
MN - velvet, silver

B. 2. alotof, UC 3. many,C 4. any, C
5. much, UC 6. any, UC

Vocabulary

A. 1. incomplete 2. incorrect 3. invalid 4. inactive
5. independent 6. inexpensive

B. 1. independent 2. invalid 3. inexpensive
4. incomplete 5. incorrect 6. inactive

Writing

Answers may vary. Please accept all logical answers.

Listening

Listening text




Listen to Toinette talk about her daily routine and tick (v') the correct answers.

| wake up by 7 a.m. | brush my teeth and have a glass of milk. Then, | take a bath and go
down for breakfast. | usually eat porridge for breakfast, but sometimes, Mother makes
sandwiches too. On Sundays, Mother makes baked beans. | leave for school at 8:20 a.m.

| walk fast and reach school in fifteen minutes. | leave school by 3 p.m. | walk home with
my friends. After reaching home, | have lunch. | usually have rice and curry for lunch. | do
my homework until 5.30 p.m. and then, | go out to play with my friends. We often play in
the forest. Sometimes, | get water from the well in the forest. On Tuesdays and Thursdays,
[ look after Jeanneton, as Mother has to go to the market. On these days, | cannot go and
play with my friends, but | don’t mind. At 8 p.m., | lay the table and eat dinner with my
family. After dinner, | pack my school bag for the next day, iron my uniform and polish my
shoes. | enjoy reading, so | read before | go to sleep at 10 p.m.

Answers

1. b 2. a 3. b 4. c 5. a

Punctuation

1. We will go to National High School in Imphal from April.

Tej and | enjoyed watching Spider-Man: No Way Home.

Did you know that Mr Sharma visited the Taj Mahal and the Fatehpur Sikri in Agra?
Have you read David Copperfield by Charles Dickens.

Riya flew British Airways when she went to Switzerland last summer.

o v ok W N

Which newspaper do you read? | read The Times of India every morning.

QUESTION BANK

A. Answer in brief.
1. How do the readers first get to know that Toinette was invisible?
Ans: Early next morning, when Toinette went down for breakfast and stood next to her
mother, she neither moved nor turned her head. This shows that Toinette was invisible.

2. What did her siblings say about her when their mother asked where she was?
Ans: They said that they had not seen her. Pierre said that a wolf might have eaten
her up.

B. Answer in detail.
What made Toinette realise that she had been unkind to her siblings?
Ans: When her siblings could not find her, they did not bother. They continued playing
happily and did not seem to miss her. In fact, looking at them so happy, she recollected
all the unkind things she had said and done to them.




C. Choose the correct answer.
What does the writer try to convey through this story?
a. Elves will come to your help whenever required.
b. Invisibility will make a person realise his/her wrong doings.
¢. Good deeds and actions are repaid with good.
Ans: c

D. Read the lines and answer the questions.
1. “Perhaps a wolf has eaten her up...”
a. Who spoke these words and to whom were they spoken? Who was he?
b. When did he say this?
¢. Why do you think he spoke so harshly?
Ans: a. Pierre whispered these words, to Marc. He was the sibling of Toinette.
b. He said this when their mother asked them whether they had seen Toinette that
morning.
c. Pierre probably remembered the time when Toinette said that she wished a bear
would eat Pierre up because he broke her cup. This was probably his way of showing
his anger at her.

E. Answer in brief. (Think and Answer)
1. What made Toinette’s siblings begin to love her more?
Ans: Toinette tried to be kinder, less selfish, and more patient with her siblings. Seeing
her love for them, they loved her back in return.

F. Answer in detail. (Think and Answer)
When the elves appeared at Toinette’s window the next Christmas with a gift for her,
why did she say she did not want it?
Ans: Toinette did not want to be invisible again because she did not want to be rude
and selfish like before. She was happy with the things around her, and did not need any
magical things to make her be happy or have fun.
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